














E " Another Eve-Catching Readaptation

Sanders Pace Architectire provide s modern Hair to time-old gesign
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"HISTORICALLY, COMPETITION AMONG RIVAL BUSINESS-
ES LED TO... “DESIGN" BECOMING A GREAT FACTOR IN
THE LIFE OR DEATH OF EACH DOWNTOWN BUSINESS”
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tlair to whal was onee, as a reporter
said and others have repeated, ouw
"soruffy little city.” (A Wall Straet
Journal reparter, musing ahout
Enoxville's serving as host of the 1982
Warld's Fair, then called Knoxville “a
scrufty Little city on the hanks of the
Tennessee River” Some Knoxvillians
Tave been referencing that guote
eversinee.)

The [ormer Max Fricdrman Building
on Sourh Gay Street is another example
of the quality in design work thal
Sanders Pace Acchiteetore display.
The hilding embraces a new era
compared to the structures on either
zide of it, but the assimilalion lows
beautilully. 1 yet another cxample
af the marriage of old and new that
Enoxville is embracing. Keep your
eyes open tor their up-and-coming
projecl that will likely he the catalyst
Fen' thie West Jackson Historic District's
revitalization.

Buzz Goss, of Guss Piercy Group
Architecture, is almost synonymous in
Knowville with the notion of downtown
dwellings. His lolt conversions in
downlown are im the high-end scale
and have proven popular, His currend
project is the Crimson Building, which
burned twice in the last century. The
three-story huilding will contain
clegant penthouse suites, and 1T
building’s history will be marked with
an etmal Aame in the entrunce, The
Starchi Lofts, for which hie and pariner
Lelgh Burch won a Metrapalitan




Planmiing Commission zoo3 Excellence
Mwird, have been a pioneering force in
the miove 1o 4 more livable downtown.

Finally, no discussion of the design of
downtown Knoxville would be complete
without mentioning Kristopheor
Kendrick, the gentleman widely
regurded as the visionary whoe started
our redevelopment hall valling back in
the1g7o’s. Folks new fo the area might
noteven recognire his name, as he's
nuloften mentioned in the press any
lomger. Seventy-three and facing health
challenges for the pasl couple of years
(including a hroken hack), Kendrick
Tives 1n 4 penthouse suite inthe Hotel
St Dliver at Marke! Sguare, From here,
he iz still active in his heloved areng of
downivwn Knoxville restoration and
prservation, ulbeit from the phone
rather thav on a joly site.

To say that at one point, Kendrick has
uwned a good portion of the buildings
in downlown Kanosville {including the
0ld Uity would niot Te an exageeration,
Even he couldn't tell you exactly
Tw many he hus owned. 'osed this
question, he responds, “When T lock
back, it's amazing. My objecl was Lo save
beautiful architecture. | wanted to save
the buildings, und the only way | knew
to do that was to own e I felt that
eventually the powers-that-he would see
thal we shouldn't destroy our heritage”

As Kendrick recalls, it was on a trip
to Eurnape in 1976 that Tie.decided he
wotld return to Knoxville and hegin
saving the buildings he so loved. In
his carly 4o's then, divorced and “with
the kids basically grown and with
me being young enough to have the
enargy,” e threw himssll into reviving
the Knoxville thar le so fondly recalled
from an earler day. Griginally fiom
nearby Rockwood, Kendrick moved
at the age of 17 1o Knoxville, “the only
city I over really related to ) consider
myselt a Knoxvillian,”

Some may think that 4 man who's
owned somany buildings st be rich,
Kendrick puts a reality spin om that
notion: “In "76, T had done well enough,
hiad enoiigh fo retive, Bul iU wasn't that
| had as much maney as you might
think T'd muke o down payment on one
huilding . kepl my payments staggered.
A hanker once asked wme 1T 1 had any
ncome other than what was showing
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Modern, Eclectic and Open

(roms Plooey Groun creates & tresh vicw of dowiiown

N on my accounts. I told him 1 was very

: trugul inmy Tiving; you can spend too

much momey lving high on the hog.”
It wasn't long betore Knuxvillians

* heard the nume Kristopher Kendrick
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Elegance alover oty city's streets
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in associalion with one after
another ina long line of restoration
projects. Kendrick Place, Sullivan
Arms. Riverhouse, The Stewart.
The Cunningham: ltyan's Row. The
Frporiom. Patrick Sullivan's. Park
Flace. There are more, some in the U7
arew, others (including Enoxville’s
landmark Orangery) scattered turther
west. But it's downtown and the Ofd
Uity which became synonymous with
the Eendrick name.

ITis sryle? “Unlike today's
developers, 1 did one building at
g time,” Kendrick recalls. “Any
buildings 1'wasin a position to
acquire, | did, but they had (o sit and
walt on me. Twanted to keep them
from being torn down, but I couldn't
do them all at once” His approach
was decidedly hands-on. * was there
with my workers from 7:00 am until
4200 pm every day, That's how T gol




things done the way | wanted. My very
presence kept the work poing; it kept
the cost atfordable.”

And his approach to design? Apain,
his take on "design” was very different
from that of corrent developers, many
ol whom are invelved in planning
every detail, evendown 1o the granite

Taking Flight at Night

vision that he would one day need

an eazy-gecess, cenlrally locared
residence-within-hotel. 1t's from here
ihat he now observes the reneweil
growth and vitality that is downfown
Knoxville, frem here that he sees those
whio are following in his path, such as
Uewhirst, Pace, Sanders, and Burch.

A ¥noevilie avening vista as interpreted by Goss Piorey Uroup

counlertops inside loft kitchens.
Kendrick's Park Place Condominiums
iz a perfect example of his beliefin fhe
visten ol others to bying their passion
to historic goms, “Park Place was such
a heautiful piece of architecture:
ran electricity and heatsair to huge
classroems (Park Place was formerly
used as a school), then let the buyers
dezign their own interiors, subjeci Lo
my approval,” he explains. Theresult is
a Unigue restoration that pays homage
to a gorgeous exterior while allowing
individual expression for the inrerime.
Bottom line, Kendrick was in the
restaration “business” for his love
of the buildings, [urhislove of the
city. Granted, he hencfited Anancially
from induolging his passion, enough
zothat he purchased his Holel 51,
Oliver gboul 1o years agn with the
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(It should be noted that Kendrick has
served as guide and mentor to some of
today’s active preservationists, such
as Dewhirst, who actually abandomed
his former career to follow Kendrick's
ariginal mission and put his own
unique stamp on a changing downiown.
Kendrick's son Kent also continuesin
his [ather's path, renowating historie
homes primarily in the near-downtown
neighborhoods of Park Ridge and
Fourth amd Gill)

Many lemghime Knoxvillians can
recall when Kendrick wus regarded
as insane, not visionary, “When | was
buying up all of downtown, everyone
thought | was crazy. [ look out the
windows now and think Twow crazy |
am,” he smiles. “1 purposefully chose
acarer | could have that would
never finish.” And he's right - the

preservation, the continuing design

and redesign ol Knoxville econtinues.
Design in downtown Knoxville has

gonethroogh many changes, and many

more are expecled Lo follow in the

near tulure. The borders of downtown

will aimtinue to be redelined, as

new husinesses and residences

Photo by Davld Mazasngill sovrtesy of Goss Plecey Group

continue L spring forward: Smee
Busby himmes in Mechanicsville; the
Sanders Pace Architecture Emory
Place neighborhood development for
Shelton Communicatioms; jeffrey
Nasgl's company The Courtland Group's
condominium project at North Cenleal
Village. The downtown reviralization
sl [ull speed ahead and is growing
Tweyonid the strict definitions of what
was once considersd “downlown
proper.” Speaking as a pevson whe
has moved fo Knoxville after living in
urhan centers throughout the United
States anild Ewrvpe, Enoxville has an
gesthetic heaury and a charm that

I"ve yer to find anywhere else, Tt has a
wonderful humanily that, as architect
Svwll Bushy so clequently said, isall
part af the downtown design that is
the TRUE desizgn of Knoxville






